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NOVEMBER 1994 CPA EXAMINATION

An estimated 69,000 candidates took the November 1994 CPA Examination. The number of candidates for
the last eight administrations are as follows:

Number of Candidates
Year

November

May

1994

69,000 est.

61,652

1993

74,262

65,966

1992

71,141

65,395

1991

73,075

66,967

The standard setting subcommittee established the grading bases for the November 1994 Examination by
approving (1) the objective answers, (2) the essay concepts, (3) the writing skills anchor papers, and (4)
adjustments necessary to keep the level of difficulty of Examinations the same over time.

During the November 1994 Examination administration, the board of examiners gathered information con
cerning two examination issues it is studying: First, information about the amount of time candidates took to
complete each section of the Examination was collected from ten sites in five jurisdictions. This information
will be used to determine whether the time allocation for each section is appropriate. Second, at one exami
nation site, the nondisclosed CPA examination implementation task force tested procedures it is considering
implementing for the 1996 nondisclosed examination. The results of this test will be used to develop the
operational procedures for shipping, tracking, storing, maintaining security for, and accounting for examina
tion materials in 1996.
STANDARD SETTING SUBCOMMITTEE
In addition to establishing the November 1994 Examination grading bases, the standard setting subcommittee
discussed a plan for readdressing the passing standard for the Auditing section of the Examination. The passing
standard for the CPA Examination is being readdressed at this time because of the changes to the May 1994
Examination, the upcoming 1996 nondisclosed Examination, and the future conversion of the Examination to a
computer-based test. The plan includes requesting the chairs of 12 boards of accountancy to nominate CPAs to
serve on the Auditing section standards setting panel. As the board of examiners establishes passing standards
for all the other Examination sections, it will seek nominees for panelists from additional jurisdictions.

COMPUTER-BASED EXAM ADMINISTRATION
As one of the initial steps towards converting the Examination to a computer-based test, the board of exam
iners is appointing a computerization subcommittee. The objectives of the subcommittee include (1) articu
lating a plan, (2) building consensus among boards of accountancy and other constituents, and (3) defining
the process for implementing, maintaining, and monitoring the computer-based exam system.

NOVEMBER 1994 CAQEX EXAMINATION

A total of 128 Canadian Chartered Accountants took the November 1994 Canadian Chartered Accountant
Uniform CPA Qualification Examination. This compares to 61 for the November1993 and 22 for the May 1994
CAQEX Examinations, respectively.

Recently, the board of examiners announced that CAQEX would be offered on November 2, 1995, and
November 7, 1996. The May 1995 CAQEX Examination administration was eliminated because of the low
number of candidates for the May 1994 administration and the fact that the candidate numbers were expect
ed to remain low due to the apparent conflict with the April 30 Canadian tax deadline.

1996 NONDISCLOSED CPA EXAMINATION
The board of examiners and its nondisclosed CPA examination implementation task force recently sent all
boards of accountancy Information for Boards of Accountancy—Implementing the Nondisclosed Uniform
CPA Examination—Second Installment. The major changes from the first installment are:

♦

the section on candidate review of papers is replaced with one on candidate appeal of grades;

♦

a draft of a final grade and diagnostic information report is added;

♦

statements of confidentiality are augmented;

♦

a draft of a procedures manual for administering the 1996 Examination is added.

Boards of accountancy administrators should receive the third installment—which will address in more detail
issues concerning shipping, tracking, storing, maintaining security for, and accounting for Examination mate
rials—in time for the NASBA Administrators Conference in February 1995.
The board of examiners expects to make available to boards of accountancy, for comment, in early January
1995, an exposure draft of Information for Uniform CPA Examination Candidates—Twelfth Edition and the
Uniform CPA Examination Preparation Guide.
GRADING FACILITIES MOVE TO NEW JERSEY
In February 1995, the AICPA grading facilities will be relocated to the AICPA Harborside Financial Center facil
ities in Jersey City, New Jersey. The Harborside facilities will provide a more efficient office, shipping, and
grading environment and will have the latest in access, video, and motion-detection security devices. All
functions related to packing, shipping, and confirmations of shipments to and from boards of accountancy
for the May 1995 Examination will be done at the Harborside facilities. In addition, all grading will be done at
the Harborside facilities. Beginning in mid-February 1995, boards of accountancy should direct mail to the
Harborside facilities.
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